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ﬂlllﬂlllilll pleads not guilty

Indian trader denies possessing stolen art items

By Bill Donovan
Independent correspandant
‘cops @gallupindependont corn

GALLUP— Indian trader Steve Coleman
was in Gallup Magistrate Court Friday momi-
ing to plead not guilty to state charges of pos<
session of stolen property.

Colentan informed Mogistrate Judge April
Silversmith that he had no other state charges
pending aguinst him but he was wearing an
ankle bracelet hecause of federal charges that
were stll pending.

Coleman's atiomeys lave filed motions
calling for the state to prochice any evidence
they had against Coleman. Other motions re-
served the right 1o have the case beard by a
jury and another one demanded a speedy tral.

Coleman, who is resticted to staying
within the Gallup city limits undor the guide-
lines for his federal elesse, was allowed by
Silversmith to continue his releascunder state
charges under the conditions that he not use

alehiolic heverages ot try 1o contact any of

Gayla Nimiodndependant
Sleve Coleman wavss as ha heads into
magisirate court in Gallup Friday along
with his public defsnder Conrad Frisdly.

the witnesses in the case.

He is scheduled to go on tral in fedeml
court in Albuguerque Aug. 1§ on charges of
being u felon in possession of a firearm, but
that may depend on how the federal judee
tules o motioas filed by his federal attomey,

who is seeking 1o get the search warrant that
led ta the discovery of the firearms quashed,

The hearing Friday lasted about six min-
utes znd a prelis ry hearing is expected to
be set for late July or carly August.

Earlier statc charges, mnging fron posses-
sion of 4 fireamt by a felon. pussession of sto-
len property and extreme eruelty to animals
—all eentering on an incident when Coleman
reportedly shot his m.'ghhor s dog when the
dog wandered oato his property in Thoreau
— were all dropped earlier by the district at-
tomey's office

The current charges stem from two Gal-
lup area residents, Emie Bulow and Elvina
Emetson, who were among those who weal
to the Mew Mexico State Police to view pho-
tographs token of Coleman’s art collection
duning the scarch of his Thoreau home the
day after the dog shooting vecurred.

Both Bulow and Emerson told poice they
were able to identify some of the items
that had been stolen from their homes in
2006

“We have lots of cases

around Gallup, Why are
50 many brought against

Gallup businesses?”

— Attorey Richurd Fefermam

Cable Hooverindepondant

According 1o attorney Richard Felerman, bad business plaguss Gallup.

Albuguerque firm Feferman & Warren has represented clients suing Gallup
businesses over whal they consider predatory lending,

15 or 16 lawsuits filed locally, businessman says

By Lawra London
Stalf writer
counly@gallupindspendent.com

LLUP — Bad business plagues Gallup, according to
veral lawsuits filed against area lenders
Albuquerque firm Feferman & Warren has represcnted
niany clivnts suing Gollup businesses over wht they cunsider
predatory lending. Attoruey Richard Feferman ematled a list of
10 Gollup lawsuits his firm is working on, s just finishing up or
recently finalized
“They're just horrible” Feferman said abiout the businesses
he's suin,

Driving people further into poverty
Fefennan said most of his cases are class action suits, oxcept
for one—not included in the fist of 10— filed April 15 alleging
thar Ed Corley Nissan sold  homeless schizophreuic womut a
et car, secured hier fnancing with phoay paperwork and then
d the car when the 't u that case,
Feferman only reprscars the one wontan, Mary Tsosie, who hud

no driver's license, no insurance and no ability to pay for the car.
aecording o the complaint filed in 11 Judicial Disirict Court
“Tler mental condition makes her 3 danger to herself and
othets when she 15 behind the wheel,” the complaint states:
“Corley’s canduct shows depraved indifference to the safety of
Ms. Tsosie and others.™”
Calls to the Fd Corley Nissan -l:.-.l:nhup in Gallup secking
wonent from the owner we

ed aense 1gw|ns'blu1n.)' Muotors
es o that will go out soon.
Felerman could not comment on that case bevond “we think

the settlement was fair™ The settlement stipulates plaintifts and
courise] are not to comment 1o the media about the case, unless o
remork on the faimess of the settlement.

Acconding to the complaint filed in ULS. Distnct Cowt, District
of New Mcxico, Eugene and Phyilis Yozzie bought a truck from
Guey and financed through Red Ruck, with a down payment of
$4,500 plus on additional two paynients of $300 dow. then 36 reg-
ular payments of $562.69. The complaint alleges Garley and Red
Rack failed to accurately discinse the “deforred down payment,”

See So mauny suits, Page §

Independent file photo
A crowd of anxious palrons rushes to the doors as
the new Fire Rock Navajo Caslno opens east of Gal-
fup in this Nov. 18, 2008, file photo.

Despite more
casino revenue,
NM still poorer

By Sherry Robinson
Indspendent corespandant

SANTA FE — New Mexico’s poverty statistics have
been trending in the wrong dircction for years, and they're
usually worse in Indian coustsy. S when 14 of the
state"s 22 tribes invested hopes and dollars in casinos, the
expeclation was that the jubs and revenues would make 1
ditference. and they have in varying degrees.

But in recent years, casino revenues have leveled off,
along with the stute’s share, as poverty statistics continue
1o spiral

‘What does that tell us? We might nbserve, uncomfort-
ably, that casine patrons don’t look like they can afford
to b there and the parking lot is fall of aging v
but ¢conomists say that's anecdotal
numbers reflect a great many factors, primarily the health
of the state’s economy and education levels.

At the sane time. it appears the casino indusicy
may have peaked. Gaming trade joumals talk about the

“maturity” of the New Mexivo gaming industry, meaning
the number of casinos has increased but the number of
gambless hasn't However, the Navajo Nation's casiao
reventies are holding xl\.ad\

“You have to be \..uc[ul not lo conclude that gaming
makes people poorer.” cconomic dovels loper Mark L:mlm:ln
said. “There are tuo many vther factors in an economy.”

_Buthe suid there is some truth to the aduse that gam-

5. tax on people who are bad at math

most of lhe customers are from your community,

a problem,” he said.

‘We are able to ereate 1400 jobs on Mavajo,” Derrick
Watchmaon, CEO of the Navajo Nation Gaming Enterprise.
said. “That puts a dent in wnemployment. We have a ot
of employees who are single parents, and there's money
coming into those houscholds

Wealth of poverty data
Mew Me:

o, by many measures,is becoming poores
In 2014, 20, s percent of residents were living in pover-
ty,up from 19 8 peccent in 2010, according to the Bureou
of Business and Feonomie Researels at the University of
New Mexico.

‘The caseload for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Pragram in December tutaled 241,705, more than double
the 106,976 cases in 2008, according to the sfate Depart~
ment of Human Services,

Spending on SNAP. Human Services” bigeest program,
nearly tripled over 10 years, from $255,989,191 in 2006 to
S645.981,537 in 2015

Native Americons in the state also slipped backward,
with 29 percent living in poverty in 2012 compared with
an avemge 25,7 percent in 2007-2009, according to the
state Department of Workforce Solutions. The number of
Mative Americans receiving SNAP tolaled 81349 in 2015,
up fiom 76,885 in 2014

In McKinley County, 35,8 percent of residents were
living in poverty in 2014, compared with 32.6 percent in
2010 The number of SNAP cases in the county increased
from 8,829 in December 2012 t 10,329 in December
2015. The Navajo Natinn wehsite says 43 percent of mem-

See Casino profits, Page 5

Council delegate’s dream of owning a home becomes headache, legal battle

By Vida Volkert
Statf water
eastnavajoGgallupindependznt cam

WINDOW ROCK — Raedenc and Edmund.
Yazzie were smmg on the couch in the Franks
Tiving room in Pinedale Tuesday, going though
dozens of documents pertaining to a home they
purchased through the Navajo Housing Authori-
1v's Mutual Help Occapancy Program

Under the program, “NHA builds homes
that cligible Families niay purchase by making

Navajo Nation Councll Delegate Edmund Yazzie,
right, sits with his wife Rasdean Yazzie during a
homaowiners meeting in Pinedale Tuesday.

moathly lease-p Payments,” according
to NHA records.

Raedene Yazzie went through the Suntise
Housing Organizafion's meeting agendas and

records. which date back tn 2001, The organiza-
tion was formed by 10 families who purchased
homes throtgh the same program, and six of
them, including the Yozzies and the Franks,

are being sued by NHA for nonpayment of the
liomes. The familics angue they stopped making
payuents becase they were sold defoetive
homes thot have never beeu certified by licensed
engineers o an archilect as required by code
and industry practice,

Vhea the Yarzaes signed the residentiol lease
agreement for their hamo in Febrary 2001,
Edmund Yazzie was wurking fur the McKinley
County Sherifl’s Office, and the couple had
been looking at job opportunities in the southem
part of the state. They stayed beeanse they were

approved by NHA to build the home on their
Tandin the Coolidge aren, they said.

Edmund Yozzic was Inoking down, sightly
agitated and emotionally distiessed, talking
about how their dream of owning 2 home on
the reservation became a headuche, then a legal
battle and most recently a social media scandal
when NHA released a statemient ouline, com-
plaining about the Yuzzies” lack of payment on
their house.

NHA claits the Yazzies never mude a pay-
‘ment since they moved in around 2006

According to the statement released by
NHA June 11, officials decided to make ths

See Housing dispute, Page 5




Continued from Page 1

which made the coatract appear
less wpum\c than it actually
When contacted by
telephone Thursday, Gurley
Moors president and o
Steve Gurley said a settlement
has been reached in the suit,
but he couldn’t comment fur-
ther because nothing has been
finatized through the court,
Feforman suid he is still
litigating llgmml!ipenly [nlms

Market, Shush Yoz and Ted's
Pawn & Jewelry. Complaints
against all theee are similar,
alleging the pawn leaders imis-
n:prmnmllhulmu intended to

“retuin” collateral in satisfaction
of the debt when, in fact, they
sold the pawned items in excess
of amounts owed on foans and
kept the surphis they received
Trom the sales.

“We've been Iooking at
Gallip becatise its the heart of
Tndion pawn,"” Feferman sud. 1
can't say thot I've encountered

B

the practice oac way o aother
inar- in Albuquerque, bitin Gallup it's
cial %mceCem:n LLC dba everywhere you look"
Speedy Loan. Feferman ex- Fefenmun sdded the New
plains in his hist Speedy Los Mexico Supreme Court sctiled
iransgressions inclide excesive  lhe quesion of whethor pain
fiees an of the or ot retain
mv.-rrsl rate. Speedy Lowns was  collateral in 1980 with the case of
ing installiwent loans that Reeves v. Foubz and Tanner. He
were acmally payday loans. said pawnbrokers ars covered by
acconding to Feferman. Anticle IX of the Uniform Com-
Fefermun listed another case  mercial Code and may not send
nofice of intent (o relain collateral

e has ongoing in 11 Judicial
District Court, Pein et al. v.
Carma Fnterprises Inc. dba Cash
Mon, Cash Stop, Lucky Loans
und Tse Bonito Finunce. Accord-
ing to Feferman, the company
obtuined numerous judgments
against its customers, including
m.my default judgments and
ondors gamishing wages, by
having employees who were not
nllnrm.y.x agage in unauthorzed

when they actually mean o sell it
“That isstie was decided

by the New Mexica Supreme

Court 36 yeurs ago, bui people

are still duing it,” Feferman

said, adding he suspects the

issue of pawnbrokers selling

surplus is far more widespread
than his Tist may indicate.
Fefernun did not know if the

pmn::nr lawin M..Ku:l-:y issucis plvmlem. mu;iubu-
County M

Feferman noted me owner  hisclicnts ar from Gallup. e
of Speedy Loan is from outof  explained he meets many clients
state, possibly Chicago or Wis=  though working en cases, and
consin, and the owner of Carma  Iras many Gallup clients because
Enfterprises is from Texas fie's worked on so many Gallup

“Alot of the bad lenders
are ftom out of state .. we've
gotthese bad penple comingin
here because we don’t have any
kind of usury limit here in New
Mexico,” Feferman said.

Feferman said many states
hinwe usury Jm\L*.,EWIﬂlIIIIIL
that is [i g the amount of in-
terest o company can charge. He

said New Mexico used to have a
usury limit, but it was aholished
sametime around 1981

“We got hoodwink:
said.

Ancw feder Luss reglafing
paviday and tile loan companies,
which has its public comment
perid untl September, propos-
esrestrictions oa lending, such
as Jenders having o establish a
person s ability W pay back alou

“They just nced

federal legisltion. "It would bo
simpler and more cfestive”

Fefermau also represented
Caroline Tullie, of Ganade, in her
suitinitiated in May 2014 againgt
Quick Cash, doing business
s Cash Cow Lon Company,
Cash Cow Fumiture and Cash
CowTires & Service in ('I:dlup
According o the complaint
Cash Corv threatened Tullie with
tepossession af her ekt she
didnot refinance her lute hus-
banel's Joans. The resliing loas
ugrecment s reportecly rifi with
enos, nisstating the nature of the
loan, the inteeest rate. the schedule
of pryments and the sccurity
interest smong other things. The
complaint states Cash Cow nade
the same or similar errors in other
loans to Tullie, her late husband
und oiher consmes.

“We have lots of cases
around Gallng.” Felerman said
“Why are so many hrouglyt

Gallup b "

sases. He remarked Albuguergue
isa big city with many lending
apportunities, and most people
there seent mare likely to opt for
payday or title loais.

“In Gallup they seent to go
to pavn shops. tax refinds —
these two calegorics of lonns
are typical For Gallup,” Fefer-
man said. “That's why we see
50 many cases with thuse.

"8o we wail [or the phone o
ring, and it Angs oftea o Cal-
lup. Tums sut it’s not just Cash
Cow that's the bad actor™

Feferman’'s 10 —
tax refund loans
Feferman’s list includes three
tax refind loan providess: The
Big E Tnc. and Native American
Laan Company dba Ellis Tanner
Trading Company: Tancorde
Finonce Ine. and SW Tax Louns
Tne. dba H&R Block. Each case
has similar complaints, that the
companies failed tw accurately
disclose finance chuges and
other lown terms, thus violating
the Truth in Lending Act
Feferman said W Tax
Loans is no longer in business
in Gallup. The court declined
1o certify the class in lI:c case
e to an arbi

MeDonald said levels of pover-
ty have more to do with the
overall ecanamy.

“The New Mexico econ-
omy, beginning sround 2007
and 2008, went into a very
sesious recession that was
unprecedented i the state,” he
said. "We lost almost 50,000
Jobs. This was within a very
serions national recession. One
of the policy responses was to
relax eligibility requirements
for SNAR™

Tle added: “The New
Mexico cconomy is dependent
on fuderal spendin
sequester il, it was @ wake-up
call that federal speading is
not safe and secure. When
disrupted, it causes problems”

New Mexico State Uni-
versity ceonomist Jim Peach
said “New Mexico asa whole
is just not doing very wellin
economic terms. The GDP
(gross domestic product) lags,
employnent isn't good. We

have a lot guing for us.

“Paverty is a bigeer story
than just casinos. We have very
high rates uf poverty in Dufia
Ana County, and we don't have
acasing. The economy is ot
growing, and we've got a high
schoul gradualion i that's
temble and not inaproving. In
the 2 st century, if you're not

minfnum woge job and lung
perids of unemployment. "

Casino impact

Gaming hasn't solved the
probilem of Indian poverty,
Kevin Washbum. former assis-
tant seeretary for Indian affairs
in the Tnterior Depariment, has
said, but it has improved unem-
ployment rates and ‘m aty
percentages nati

Watchman said poverty i
also a function of demograph-
iesand foeation.

“We won't see the resulls of
Albuguerque ar Phocaix,” he

Cor

case public to punish Yazzie,
now a Mavajo Nation Council
delegate, for abusing his power
o Uy to intimidate and perstade

NHA board members to delay
NHA's lawsuit for nospayment.
In addition, NHA claims
that

af meetin: ol the

Thorean Housing Managenient
Office Director who testificd
ug:um Delegate Yuzrzie during

case was then filed against SW
“Tax Loans by the Consumer
Financinl Protection Bureou and
the Navajo Nation, resulting

in a consent judgment against
the Farmi based

and who
had made numerous attempls
1o cullect [ease pavments from
Delegate Yazzie.” according lo
the statement.

“Delegate Yozzie's constnt
and biased altacks against NHA.

Jor $836,000. Feferman states
in his list that 20 plaintifs also
filed suit individually sgainst
S'W Tax Loans and setiled for 2
confidential amount.

Feferman’s list states that
in the case of Chesteretal. v.
‘Tangarde Finance Inc,, Tan-

d the terms

against Gallup
Quick Cash filed bankruptey
last year when the company
didn’t have the cash available
that Feferman was requiring for
a settlement in the Tullic case,
acconling to Quick Cash owner
Tim Delgado. A settlement has.
been reached; Cash Cow cus-
tomers will receive a S43 credit
tothieir accounts, sl Tullie’s
aceonnt will be forgiven.

Delgado, not entiscly ualike:
Feferman, also remarked on the
umber of Tnwsuits filed agoinst
Gallup busiuesses, eslimating
there ure currently 15 or 16 dit
ferent lawsuits pending, during
telephone interview June 2, He
auted TER settled two lawsuits
and is eumrently being sued o
third time hecause thete are "sup-
poscely all these violations.™

Delgulo said the attomeys
are meking a fot of money, but
tlie custonters represented get
vory little. He notel the benefit
to Tullie in her suit is that she
docsn'thave to pay off her
2,000 Cash Cow halance, but
Feferman could nake S80,000
for working on the case.

“To me, that don’t seem
right. ... It's total exploitation.
total extortion,” Delgado said

Feferman’s 10— pawn

Three o fenders are o
Fefernuon's Jwsuit st Té

urﬁnmmgb) not aceurately
disclosing the finance charge
and otlier loan terms.

“The Chesler case was pretty.
open and shut,” Feferman said.
“They didn’t disclose the infor-
mttion of what it was ;nsung

have compelled NHA officials
to disclose his conflict of inter-
est and expase his efforts touse
his elected position to Iumﬁ(
himself personall

pressuring NHA o allow im
to continue to live in an NHA
lome without making house
payments,” NHA Government
and Public Relations Dircctor
Roberta Robarts was quoted
in the staterent. “Council
Delegate Yozzie must pay for
his house just like everyone
else that signed a Mutual H~Ip
homeonnership agmeulml

Mr. Chester to

Feferman’s list states the
case was settled for $354.000
and the money distnbuted to
10,000 customers.

““Ten thousund people were
cheated the same way, " Feferman
sid He remarked Gallup's pop-
ulation is only just over 20,000,
aud the entire population of the
Nosajo Nation was 173.000 at
the 2010 census. “Anyhow, when
wehave 10.000 peoplein a cluss
that's alot of people.”

2

Feferman oxpluined his
client. Nota Anderson, took o
$300 luan that she was told to
pay back in two months along
with a $130 finance charge
However, there were three
other fecs she was expected to
pay later on that increased the
cost of borrowing (o $230.

Edmund Yi
kit

ued fram Page 1

0 Nat
New M!xlu)! 15 tribal
casinos ereated about 4,000

$676, icwnhng,l.um[unnmum
provided by Tracy Shalcen
with Workforce Solutions. Five
casine hotels added another
3,800 jobs at an average week-
Iy wase of $568

Native American unemploy-
ment in the state has hoverad
aronnd 19 percent in recent
years, according to Warkforee
Selutions data.

Gallup unemployment was
44 percentin April, up from
6.3 percent in 2010, MeKin-
ley County was at 7.8 percent
compared with 9.6 percent in
the same period.

The Navajo Nation G.
Enterprise, with four casinos
is budgeted for 1,400 positions
but running at 1, 233 (350
Fire Rock Casino), and 83
percent are held by Navajo
employees, Watchman said,
Salaries and benefits total $45
lion a vear. Spinoff benefits
include biying beel Trom reser-
vation pmdums using Navejo
vendors, selling Mavajo arts
and crofts in casino gull shaps,
and using Navajo Agriculrual
Products Tndustry produce

“The beef progran is mov-
ing aloue, but | could use more
supply,” Watchman said. The
beel is organic and range fed,
rated at choice-plus.

Navujo unemployment,
reservationwide, was 203
percent in 2014, down from
25.1 percent in 2000, the L1 $.
Censs Bureay estimates. The
average Novajo unemployment
between 2010 and 2014 was
223 percent; in New Mexico
that figure was 19.8 percent.
The Navajo Mation website
pegs unemployment at 42
perce

Navajo cosino jub numbers
are significant, Peach said.
Lautman said he thinks some
of the improvement in Nuvajo
employment is because Nava-
jusare better trmined and edu-

repairs on the defoctive homes.
‘They alsu demanded that their
morigage be reduced to zero
payments. The lawsuit wns
dismissed by Crownpoint Judge
rene Tolkdo on Nov. 2, 2006
I e decision, the judee stated,
the hosieovners “failed t sub-
mit praper pleading fo proveed
with the case” and it “has been
pending over elghteen months ™

NHA’s request
for payment

In December 2015, NHA
filed notices of eviction to all
six families.

O Jan. 19, NHA filed a low-
suitagainst all six families for
nonpayment on the homes.

Accurding to court records,
1he lawsnit for nonpayment
NHA filed against the six
Tumilies is pending with Teledo.
In a request for dismissal of
the six familics’ countercluinns
filed Mauch 11 NI!Anppc;ltC\l

ign immunity’

the “statute of limit ms on
fraud ou the Navajo Natios,
and farther attempled to discand

e fomilics elaims arguing
that they ore bosed on house
inspectinns and assessments that
were conducted more than o
decade ago.

“In their Counterclaim,
Defiendants simply rehash the

they made over

den lbcl!
ahout his case, He did not
oxate ou the particulars of his
discussions but believes NHA
has singled him out becanse
carlier last monih he cl
the NHA board for spending.
845,000 en a trip to TTawai
stead of using the fands 1o build
heomes or help Navajo familics
in distress. He helieves NHA i¢.
B back.

“Idon’t know how [ am
abusing my power if L am
speaking for the familics
Advocating for the families
about huusing issues,” Edmuad
Yazzie said

This issuc has heen going on
farovera decatle

In January 2004, six No-
vajo familics, inchiding the
Yazzies and the Frunks, filed
a lawsuit against NHA i the
Navajo court system demand-
ing $100,000 for each of the
families to cumpensate them for
emotional and mental distress
cansed by the delays in can-
struction of their homes, and
60,400 o cover any future

a decade nigo, vis--
resident organization, which
are based on 22002 enginces-
ing report that Defeadants had
available 10 them no later than
Janary 2004,

Toledo’s response

Toledo denied NIIA’
request for dismissal of the ten-
ants’ »mllll=m|.um$unl[:l) '\6

cated, and they’re getting good
jobs in Gallup and Farmington
and bevause “the Navajo
Nation has done a better job of
pulling service businesses into
the reservation,

It's clear that the Navajo
casinos have made a dent
in unemployment. But New
Mexica’s gaming industry has
malured, there’s more compe-
tition for the g gambling dollar.
and the recession took its toll.

In the five years from 2011
to 2015, net win inereased
from 8714 million in 2011 toa
peak of $760 million in 2012
and then tapered off 1o 5700
million in 2015, according
1o the state Gaming Conirol
Board Net wiu i3 the amount
wagered on slot machines less
payouts for prizes and regu-
latory fees. Revenues shared
with the state ore based on net
win, which doe: chude
table games.

In the same period, Navajo
net win from its New Mex-
ien properties started at $46
llion in 2011 and vaulted to
SR1 million in 2012 with the
opening of the Northem Edge
Casino. Since then revenues
have remained jusi above S50
million; in 2015 the New Mex-
ica portion was 582 million
and the wial was $100 milliun

Asked if the Gaming En-
terprise was usi
soed other businesses, Watch-
man said it's been MNavajo Na-

tion policy t maintain 2 high

in the casinos, so the Gaming
e, afler loan service
yee expenses, has
b much left — about $7 nnb
lion since the beginning

“I'm warking to change

1" be said

i

Is it economie
development?
Economists say §
casinas or aay uther enterprise,
it depents on whe's doing the
spending, If the customeris
from unother stale, it's 3 net
gain, and the jobs ise consid-

t for

T an cmail fo the Indepen-
dent Thirsday, NHA spokesman
clmx Blg\ndlu\n te. 'NIIA

ercd ceonomic-base jubs. [fthe
custorer is local, all you're
duing is moving the same
money uround.

The racino at Hobbs is
economic-base beeause a
majority of customers arc from
Texas, Lautman said, but muost
of the casinas in northem Mew
Mexico are not economic-base.
The casinos along Interstate
Highway 40 can be cconom-
e-base if they're pulling in
travelers and tuckers.

“Otherwise. they have the
sails impact as hringing ina
‘Wal-Mart — it concentrates
all the discretionary inconie
and kills small busitiéss and
restaurants,” he

Watchman sees a dillerent
picture, Nayajo casines attract
relatively few outsidecs, but

w opening Navajo casinos
we're able o keep Navajo
spending at home.” Previously,
Nevajos were spending at other
tribal casinus.

Three economists differ on
the contributions of casinos.

“It's clear that vasino gam-
bling has become an important
pait of the economy.” McDon-
ald said_noting the addition
of destination resorts, goll
courses and meeting facilities.
“Whether you like gambling or
not, it's a suceessful part of the
economy

Jeff Mitchell, dircctor of
UNM's Bureau of Business
and Economic Research, said
“If you think of more sesources
qomiag into the economy, 1
don’t think casinos arc a highly
productive activity. To the ¢
tent they bring in net new dol-
lars, ves; 1o the extent they re
Jjust recyeling money.

The ather question is how
tribes are using the revenues,
Mitehell said: “If they"re huild-
ing houses, the money stavs
hiere. 17 the money leaves the
state, it's not so positi

Peach said he's not anti-c
sino but questions whethe
goad for longsterm economie
development. He allows,
asinos offer govd benelits as
well as employment.™

ceiling appears to sag, pﬁsslh[)
due 1o szitlement and'or sloy
f

was evident

o and
maney Io inspect the home and
remedy each of the alleged is-
sues Mr, Yazzie had complained
abuout (since 2004)”

Tie further wrote: “From
2006 until 2014, NHA did not
receive an

in multiple areas.”
About the Yazzies' home in
Conlidge. the architedt reporied:
“This unit was similar in most
respeets to the Esther Frank res-
ulmcc, with extensive evidence
of

rom
Mer. Yaezic thot his home was
defective, and he appeared quite
conitent with all of the remedies
that NHA completed on the
bome.”

Bigwater adued NHA tried
10 hite a third purty to inspeet
Yazzie's house and report on the
new allegations.

“Mr. Yazzie has refiused to
allow the thind- porty ...spocm
to conduct such an inspection

2015 inspection

Al the request of the Sunsise
Resident Organization, New
Mesico licensed architeet Greg.
Comer visited the six homes
in questivn July 31,2015, and
produced a report about his
findings

Overll, he reported. the
homes appeared fo be well
maintaincd by the humeown=
ers. The units were clean and
presentable and showed no
signs of homeowner shusc of
neglect, but there was evidence

wther nutable defects nside tire
homes

Comer weported interior
s in all six hones ex-
and moisture

infilfra
hardware ond fixtures are of low
quality materials

‘About Esther Frank’s home.

Interior finishes exhibit emck-
ing: the ceiling in the basement
uppears to sag of the center of
the stouctural san, eleetrical
cutlets and switches inside
and outside the house do not
function properly: the upstairs
HVAC unit has not fanctioned
since inslnihlinn Floors are
umeven th the house. In
aboul 2009 {prior to the Yazzie's
ocaupncy of the home), a pipe
burst emplying about 200, o«mc
gallons of water into the house
as a result of poody installed
plumtmng with the floor now
and creaky; walls are
l:ufgmg on the hoftom floor as
a sesult af strctural shifting
the balcony outside the master
bedivom is sloped probably as
a result of shifting foundation
and construction refuse in fros
yard pnses. admger 1o people
and animals

Tn his report, Comer further
conunented that “NHA allowed
the Homeowmiers 1o take pos-
session of their homes without
informing them of potential
structural deficiencies, without
providing them with copies of
relevant documentation, such
as required certifications by
propery licensed architects and
engineers, and without provid-
ing instuctions for mitigating
the possibility of water infil-
tralion and resultant stuctural

“Court allow both sides limited
discovery W determine whether
the statute of limitations wos
triggered when the initinl com-
plunt was filed. The Court also
does not kuow whether NITA
has insurance. which would

be applicable to the claims
and this be un exception o
Navajo Sovereign Imn
Act. The Court may have
hold an evidenciary hearing to
properly dispose of the stat-
ule of limitations matter wnd
whether a fachunl basis exists
for the c\up‘l:ml to soverei;

Comerwte: “This unil ap- displacement. Tn ather words,
pears fo have been consticted WA transferred all lability

y an super  and il from NHA(o
vised by an i fore- H assi blame

‘man. The stairway to the second
Moor is too narrow, and docs not
meel Code. This unit has niany
serious franing issues”

He further wrote; “They
construcled at least one ext
wall without adding i
and installed a built-in bookease
10 hide sewer piping thal was
incarreetly placed autside the
structural walls.

“Cold air fows through
outlets on vhecvclnrinnwlls
and, as with most w
dwnppuomlm of the dup‘\n
uutlets do not functioa.

“In the lower roam, thy

to the Humeowners for failure
o properly maintain their
liones, or elaiming the major,
putentially eatastrophic defects
in their homes an: mainicnance
issues ... Itis difficult 1o under-
stand how an organization that
builds hundreds of houses using
Federal funds to the tunc of
about S35 million annually that
require construction documents
sealed and signed by onchitects
and engineers could repeatedly
constnict houses designed by
unlicensed ind; als. Thisis
clearly errogent, imesponsible
and illegal.”




