Suits Say Repo Man Had a Badge

Deputy Accused
Of Seizing Cars
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A Bernalillo County Sheriff’s
deputy is accused in two law-
suits of moonlighting as a repo
man for a local car dealer and
using his police powers to con-
fiscate vehicles.

The county has paid about
$115,000 in legal settlements
for two claims that Sgt. Bobby

" Rohlfs repossessed cars or
threatened to repossess them.

Sheriff’s  officials  have
launched an internal affairs

investigation into Rohlfs’ con-
duct.

“It was clear after all of the
information was brought forth,
it was in our best interest fo set-
tle,” Sheriff Darren White said
Monday. “We were not aware
that he was repossessing cars.
Had we known this was taking
place, we would have put an
end to it.” 3

Contacted Monday, Rohlfs’

attorney, Bill Slease, declined
comment. ;

From 2000 to 2005, Rohlfs
worked as a contractor for
Pitre Buick Pontiac GMC,
according to one of the law-
suits,

Sheriff’s officials were made
aware of what Rohlfs was doing
after two people went to the
Attorney General’s Office with

complaints about the deputy’s
conduct. Both filed lawsuits.
Leander Lopez's lawsuit
against Pitre and the Sheriff’s
Office was settled about two
months ago, which resulted in
the county paying a $16,000 set-

" tlement.

John and Michelle Brownell
filed suit against Pitre on Mon-
day. But they reached a settle-
ment for $99,000 with the sher-
iff’s office . before filing suit

~ against it. :

Attorneys for Pitre were
unavailable for comment.

A former general manager
who still works for Pitre told
the Journal that Rohlfs never
worked for Pitre while on the
clock with the sheriff’s office.
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